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2009 Fire Prevention Theme
Targets Burn Prevention

Each October since 1922,
the National Fire Preven-
tions has promoted a fire
safety campaign. This cam-
paign always falls during
the week of October 9th.
This day is important be-
cause it was the date of the
Great Chicago Fire in
1871. The NFPA began
sponsoring fire prevention
week to generate interest in
fire safety and fire educa-
tion for citizens across
America.

The theme for fire preven-
tion week, which runs from
October 4th through the
10th, is: Stay Fire Smart:
Don’t Get Burned! U.S.
fire departments responded
to over 399,000 home fires
in 2007. These home fires
killed 2,900 people; almost
8 people in the U.S. per
day.

This year’s fire prevention
theme focuses on ways to
prevent deaths, injuries,
and property loss that fire
can cause. Eighty-four
percent of all fire deaths
were contributed to home
fires. By providing valu-
able information on fire
and burn prevention and
safety tips, the campaign
aims to help the public
keep their homes and all
residents safe from all fires
and burns that fire causes.

Electrical, heating, and
cooking fires were the
leading cause of all home
fires. Smoking was the
leading cause of fire
deaths. However, the lead-
ing injury in homes is
burns. The most common
types of burns are burns
from contact, scalding, and
open flame burns. By im-

plementing simple safety
precautions most home fires
and home injuries can be pre-
vented.

Neenah-Menasha Firefighters
will be spreading the new fire
prevention theme during fire
prevention week at all ele-
mentary schools through out
the Cities of Neenah and Me-
nasha.
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The 2009 Fire Prevention
Theme during October 4th
through the 9th.

Firefighters Stop Fire on Marquette Street in

Menasha

Firefighters spent nearly 2
hours stopping a house fire
on Marquette Street in Me-
nasha on Saturday, May 2,
2009. The fire was reported
shortly after 10 p.m.

Initial reports had heavy
black smoke coming out of
the first and second floor

windows. Upon arrival,
crews stretched a hose line
through the front door and
had a quick knockdown.

There was damage to the
living room and upstairs of
the residence. The owner of
the property was not home
at the time firefighters ar-

rived. Firefighters were on
scene 5 hours to help deter-
mine a cause.

The cause remains under
investigation and there were
no injuries to firefighters
during the incident.
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o Firefighters have responded to 934 EMS

1 calls through July 31, 2009.
2 o Firefighters have responded to 253 emer-
5 gency fire calls through July 31, 2009.

o Neenah-Menasha Firefighters have logged
3 1,306 adult and 4,806 child contacts with
3 public fire education to citizens, children

and social groups since in 2007.



NMFR Writes for Fire Station Grant

Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue has con-
tinually looked into many ways of lower-
ing our budgets and still progress the
department in operations and safety. One
of those ways is through the writing of
available grants including Federal, State,
and Local.

One of the more recent grants that has
become available is the Assistance to
Firefighter Station Grant through FEMA
and US Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. The grant program is funded for
$210 million and is predicted to draw
between 8,000 and 10,000 applicants. If
awarded, the fire stations will have to be
built within 36 months.

The application is geared towards cor-
recting 2 major fire station problems:
poor livable conditions and relocation
because of response times. Station 36 on
Appleton Road in Menasha fits both of

these criterias.

Neenah-Menasha Fire Rescue had June
8th to July 10th to complete the applica-
tion and submit it to FEMA. At this cur-
rent time, our application is in the process
of review and we are waiting for approval
or denial from FEMA. The grant is set
up for all awards to be made by Decem-
ber 31, 2009 and is predicted to be a fast

A FEMA grant written last month may help NMFR

award process where notifications will
come soon.

The new station location on the corner of
Manitowoc Road and Province Terrace,
east of Oneida Street is very important
for the current and future growth corridor
that the City of Menasha has to the east.

Both fire and emergency medical inci-
dents have a critical response time win-
dow and can only be improved in this
area and balanced in the remainder of the
City by moving this fire station farther in
this direction from its current location on
the corner of Appleton and Airport Road.

We can only hope that this grant is
awarded, funding such as the FEMA
grant will probably not come up again in
the future.

build a new fire station on the east side of Menasha

What To Do In Case of Tornado or Severe Storms

Do you know what to do in the event of
severe weather in your area? Families,
schools, and area merchants must have an
emergency plan in place so all involved
know what to do.

Your safety may depend on being alert
and cautious. Be sure you understand the
difference between “watch” and
“warning.” Watch means watch the sky
since conditions are right for tornados to

form. Warning means a
tornado has been sighted
so TAKE COVER
RIGHT AWAY! Seek
shelter in a basement. If
you do not have a base-
ment, go to a closet with
no windows on the first
floor. Remember to cover and protect
your head. You may want to include pur-
chasing a NOAA weather radio and a

“Each year, roughly 21 tormados
touch down in Wisconsin,
knowing what to do and where to

go isvery critical to your safety.”

disaster supply kit that
includes a flashlight, bot-
tled water, a first aid kit,
and blankets. Remember
your safety depends upon
you knowing what to do
should a storm strike. For
more information, contact
your local county emergency manage-
ment director.

Firefighter History—The Invention of the Fire Pole

In 1878, firefighter David Kenyon from En-
gine Company 21 in Chicago worked at a 3

story firehouse. One day David watched a

fellow firefighter slide down a wooden pole
used to help raise hay for the horses, to go on

an emergency call.

David Kenyon then had an idea to institute

the fire pole as a quicker way to respond to an

alarm from the second or third floor of the

fire station, Instead of going down the stairs.

David convinced the Fire Chief to make the

necessary hole in the building and install
a better pole for sliding, after agreeing to
pay for the construction himself. The
original poles were created out of Geor-
gia pine sanded down to 3” diameter,
which had several coats of varnish.

Once other firehouses saw that Engine 21
arrived on scene quicker, the Fire Chief
ordered fire poles in all the fire stations
for efficiency. In 1880 the first brass
poles were installed in the Boston Fire
Department and became the standard

equipment in all fire stations.

Today many fire stations do not have fire
poles because of the risk of injury.

An example of a brass fire pole going from one floor down below
to the next.
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Firefighters Stop Stubborn Fire at Sonoco Mill

On June 25, 2009, firefighters were dis-
patched to Sonoco Mill, 69 Washington
Street in the City of Menasha for a fire in
one of the exhaust vents.

Upon arrival crews were able to
extinguish the fire from both the
inside over the paper machine and
from the roof by taking off the
cover to the exhaust vent.

Approximately one hour later, fire-
fighters were called back to the
paper mill for another fire in the
exhaust vent on the same paper
machine.

Firefighters advanced hose lines to
the second floor and set up Quint
32 to the roof. E36 assisted Q32
with stretching a hose line to the

.

roof and began to extinguish the fire from
the roof. E35 and E32 advanced hose
lines in on the second floor to extinguish
the fire from the inside above the paper
machine and in the roof line.

A view of one of the burned vents on top of Sonoco Paper Mill that firefighters

had to dismantle in order to propenly extinguish the fire in the roof.
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Firefighters had to cut power to the build-
ing and begin to ventilate a large amount
of smoke from the building. Initially 3
sprinkler heads were set off and helped
contain the fire. Firefighters had to cut
trenches into the roof and remove
large portions of the vent area to
reach the fire burning under the roof

— | Aline.
" Additional Neenah-Menasha fire-

fighters were called in to assist.

= NMFR also received assistance from
Appleton Fire Department, Oshkosh
Fire Department, Town of Neenah

@ Fire Department and the Town of

= Menasha Fire Department. Gold
Cross ambulance and the Red Cross
were called in to help firefighters
rehab from the heat. The temperature
that day was in the 90’s.

When Seconds Count, “The File of Life” May Save Yours

In any medical emergency, time becomes
crucial. Vital medical information may

the file posted near a

tient overdoses, has mem-

phone or on the refrigera-

.. [Name:

ory problems, or goes

= [Address:

save your life and a “File of Life” packet tor, medical responders
is available and someday may save your can obtain medical his-
life. tory, all medications they

unresponsive. If there is
no family with them, the
file of life gets informa-

Doctor:

Phone#:
EMERGENCY CONTACTS

Phone#:

Name:
Address:

Name: Phone#:

The file enables emergency responders to
obtain quick medical history when a pa-
tient is unable to give one. Having people
fill out a file can save precious seconds
for paramedics and emergency respond-
ers.

During a crisis, people panic. By having

are taking, allergies, and

Address:

tion fast to emergency

power of attorney for

workers along with faster

health care, hospital
choices, primary care physician and
more.

The file of life eliminates questions the
emergency workers may have if the pa-

treatment and builds a
better rapport by being more supportive
to the patients needs.

You may get a file of life from Gold
Cross Ambulance Service.

E32 Crew Saves Man on Church St

An evening in April 2009, E32 crew con-
sisting of Captain Randy Flunker, Fire-
fighter Brian Goldschmidt, and Fire-
fighter Jeff Schweitzer were called to a
residence for a man having chest pains.
Upon arrival the patient was having diffi-
culty breathing and eventually had a heart
attack and went unconscious. The crew,
along with members of Gold Cross Am-
bulance, defibrillated the patient 4 times.
The crew assisted Gold Cross Ambulance

in driving the patient to Theda Clark Hos-
pital.

The patient spent approximately 2 weeks
in the hospital and had a defibrillator put
into his chest. The patient has absolutely
no ill effects from his heart attack. The
patient dialed 911 immediately after he
felt the chest pains, instead of going to
lay down; this probably saved his life.
The fact that both Neenah-Menasha Fire

Rescue and Gold Cross Ambulance had
such a quick response proved to be suc-
cessful for the
patient having
the heart attack.
Another job
well done!

A picture similar to the defibrillator used to save man
on Church St.

VOLUME 2, ISSUE 3

Page 3



NEENAH-MENASHA FIRE RESCUE

Station 31 - 1080 Breezewood Lane, Neenah
Station 32 - 125 E. Columbian Ave, Neenah
Station 35 - 430 First Street, Menasha
Station 36 - 901 Airport Road, Menasha

Phone  (920) 886-6200
Fax (920) 886-6208

“One Department, Fully Involved”

Check us out Online
Www.nmfire.org

Neenah—Menasha Fire Rescue was created on January 1, 2003 by the con-
solidation of the City of Neenah Fire Department and the City of Menasha
Fire Department. Neenah—Menasha Fire Rescue currently has 68 career
employees who are committed to preserving the lives and property within the
Cities of Neenah and Menasha. The department carries out the commitment
through fire prevention education programs supported by rapid, efficient

response for fire, EMS, and rescue emergencies.

The communities are served from four fire stations located in strategic areas
to provide efficient response to virtually any type of emergency situation,
including fire suppression, auto extrication, and ice/water rescue. Neenah-
Menasha Fire Rescue also has mutual aid agreements with the Cities of Ap-

pleton and Oshkosh.

Please take the time to also visit our website at www.nmfire.org to visit and
view information regarding upcoming events, public education, personnel,

photographs, ordinances, fire commission reports, incident reports, and job
openings. We hope you enjoy the creation of the Neenah-Menasha Fire Res-

cue newsletter.

Vehicle Airbag and Seatbelt Safety for Kids!

Vehicle airbags (Including front, side,
and head curtains ) can rapidly inflate to
cushion and protect drivers and passen-
gers in vehicle accidents. Since the early
1980’s, airbags have deployed nearly 3.8
million times since used, saving over
5,000 lives in the United States.

Airbags have been installed in over 56
million vehicles and the number in-
creases each year. There are some
makes and models of vehicles that have
up to 12 airbags installed. The airbag is
a supplemental vehicle safety device;
the first line of defense is the seatbelt.
The risk of death in an accident is re-
duced by 65% with seatbelts alone; seat
belt use in combination with an airbag
reduces risk by an additional 15%.

Although airbags and seatbelts save
many lives, there is a danger that most
people do not think about when having
their children ride in the front seat.
Children 12 and under should not sit in
the front seat. The reason being is that
an airbag can deploy at more than 300

miles per hour. That blast of energy can
severely injure or kill children who sit
low in the front seat and sit too close to
the airbag deployment.

For more information on airbag and seatbelt safety contact . " -
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration for details. tion to the issue of airbag safety.

incorrectly restrained or positioned in a
child safety seat, there is a danger that a
child could be sitting too close to the
dashboard during the time the airbag de-
ploys. This action could result in serious

If a child is unbelted, too small for the lap injury or death. Pre-crash braking and
and the shoulder belt to fit properly, or

steering are the usual reasons children
move to close to the dashboard. This turns
a minor 10mph crash into a 140 mph head
impact with an airbag.

In summary, ALL CHILDREN 12
YEARS OF AGE AND YOUNGER
MUST RIDE IN THE REAR OF THE
VEHICLE! Never put a rear facing seat in
the front of a vehicle with an airbag. The
rear seat is the safest place for children of
any age to ride. Children are up to 29%
safer riding in the back seat versus the
front seat, whether the vehicle has an air-
bag or not.

If you would like more information on
airbag safety contact the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration as they
are cooperating with the auto industry,
health care facilities, safety groups and
insurance agencies to bring national atten-
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