
Hey Middle School and High School Kids! 
 

Looking for something fun to do with 
your friends in Menasha? 

 
We would like to hear your ideas! 

Please read further about 

The Positive Youth Development Grant Program 
The City of Menasha has started an activity grant program just for youth! 
It’s called the Positive Youth Development Grant.  The goal of the program 
is to have youth (middle school and high school ages) to identify and plan 
an activity, program or project that benefits city kids. 
 
It is easy to apply.  Simply fill out the attached application and mail it to the 
Menasha Parks and Recreation Department (140 Main Street, Menasha, WI 54952). 
 

What Types of  Programs are Eligible? 
Any type of recreational, educational, musical or entertainment related 
activity which clearly benefits City of Menasha youth will be considered.  It 
can be a one time special event or an activity that takes place over several 
weeks.  Programs can take place anytime throughout the year. 
 
Please read the attached application for more information.  Requests are 
reviewed monthly.  If you have any questions about this program, call the  

Menasha Parks and Recreation Department 967-3640. 



City of  Menasha 
Positive Youth Development  

Grant Program 
 

General Information 
The Positive Youth Development Grant Program (PYDG) was established by the City of Menasha in 
2000 as a means to improve two important areas of youth development or assets that were 
identified as being deficient in the Menasha community.  They are: 
 

1. Demonstrating that youth are valued by adults in the community 
2. Defining and providing useful roles for youth in the community  

 
The goal of the program is to have youth identify, plan, and take ownership of an activity, program, 
or project that they feel is needed in the Menasha community.  Grant funding can vary from year to 
year, although the maximum annual amount is not expected to exceed $500. 
 
Who is Eligible to Apply for a Grant 
Any youth group or organization which serves City of Menasha youth and its grant project, program, 
or activity clearly demonstrates a benefit to City of Menasha youth.  Youth do not have to be 
affiliated with a specific group or organization in order to apply.  Religious youth organizations can 
apply when the resulting intent of the project or program is nondenominational.  Each grant must 
identify at least one adult advisor.   
 
Projects, Programs, or Activities that the Grant Supports 
 Recreation or leisure activities 
 Educational endeavors  
 Health or environmental concerns 
 Civic projects  
 Other programs deemed beneficial to youth 
 
The PYDG does not contribute to operating expenses or to fundraising drives.  The grant will award 
funds as seed money for a larger project or program, for special one-time events, for programs 
planned for an extended period of time or those that take place on a recurring basis throughout the 
calendar year.  The City of Menasha may decide not to fund a proposal or choose to fund a portion 
of the request.  The City of Menasha reserves the right to review the financial records of any 
program, activity, or project in which it awards grant money.   



Grant Guidelines and Review 
Applicants are encouraged to discuss ideas with the Director of Parks and Recreation prior to 
submitting a written proposal.  In order to fully evaluate each grant request, please submit a typed 
response to the following questions.  Please number your responses accordingly.  The information 
should be on no more than three pages.  This information should be provided by the youth in their 
own words. 
 

 
City staff and the Parks and Recreation Board will review requests on a monthly basis.  The Board 
meets the second Monday of each month. Requests must be received by the Monday before the 
second Monday of the month.  The Board will make a recommendation to the Common Council, 
which meets the first and third Monday’s of the month. Grant requests or a portion of a request of 
$500 or less may be approved by the Parks and Recreation Board.   
 

 
 

Mail grant requests to: 
Menasha Parks and Recreation Department 

140 Main Street 
Menasha, WI  54952-3190 

(920) 967-3640 

1. A brief history of your organization or group.  (Include your mission or goal if applicable. 
 

2. List the names, addresses and telephone numbers of the youth and adults in leadership roles for 
your program.  (Will you be partnering with another group or organization?) 
 

3. The exact purpose of your program or activity and why you feel it is needed.  (What benefits will 
youth derive from your program?) 
 

4. Approximate number and description of City of Menasha youth that will benefit from your 
program. 
 

5. How will you measure or determine your program’s effectiveness? 
 

6. Amount requested and your total project/program budget.  (Other funding sources?) 
 

7. Timetable for your activity and when the money is actually needed. 
 

8. Please note that youth representatives must attend a Parks and Recreation Board meeting to 
present their program or activity idea. 
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